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From the Rector's Desk
Dear Friends

| am indeed grateful to be back home after three weeks
the continent oAfrica. It was both an amazing and att
same time, a humbling experience to be with members
the Diocese of the Upper Shire in Malawi. Itis a rur

OCESE OF UPPER SHI

Those who cannot grow their own maize meal have to rely
on what they are able to purchase from the street vendors
who supply whatever quantities of maize meal are needed,
at a cost! Often bartering is necessary for the purchase.

Wood is an essential and there are those who go up into the

-~ P/BACG 1 CHILEMA
1 Incmn mum m mountains to cut and chop wood and then with loaded bi-
d— B cycle make their way down the mountain with their pre-

diocese situated in the southern half of the coutatting in - cious load. This is no easy task as balance of the load and
part of the region surrounding the southern tip of La - Gy A i T

Malawi. Many of the families rely heavily upon subsistan ST gy, .

farming and have no elctriciipdoor plumbing or even clea
drinking water Besides the evident poverty there is mu
malaria and TB with very poor and often inaccessible hex
care.

It is in this environment that the diocese exists and mi
ters. It has endeavoured to become increasingly invol

in providing hospitals, clinics and schools, as well as PiRe steep decline take their toll on the versisirength and

viding fertiliser for many of the subsistance farmers. Thise'ﬁegy How blessed we are with all our modern ameni-
no easy task for a diocese which has meagre resourges,

and yet they are effective in their outreach. The parish priests
are required to grow their own maize to support their fartii-the field of education the diocese plays a major role.
lies as stipends are very low They have several schools that rank high on the academic

. . o scale of both primary and secondary educa#altled to
Your generous gifts have provided for an irrigation pUMRRs 4 e several projects geared to enabling women to be

water many of these subsistance *farms” situated on paﬂgﬁer providers for their families. This is achieved through

land next to the Shire river as weII_ as providin_g some gogy ching them to sqviarm, giving them better parenting
for a self help programme and maize meal for impoveris ls and Christian educatioAgain a lack of supplies and
families. Thank you for your generosity j _

The Provincial and Diocesan staff meet for Mass with s
mon every morning in tirchbishops chapel and are truly
dedicated to being faithful ministers of the Gospel. Undgs
difficult circumstances they achieve what can only be ter
miraculous!

-3
facilities hampers these projects. Six sowing machines for
a class of thirty women was one example of Westhere
is no shortage of joy nor the desire to achieve at all levels.
They have much to teach us about perseverence under try-
ing conditions.




Much of what has been achieved, as well as the very posi-
tive attitude of the people is due to the leadership of their
diocesan bishop, the Most Reverend Dr Bernard Malango.
Archbishop Bernard has made much progress in improving
the living conditions of the people of his diocese and has
worked well with the leaders of state to achieve this. Itis
no wonder then that the President of Malawi not only ac-
The hospitals provide the basic treatment for malaria, ¢8pted the invitation to be at the farewell ceremony for the
and other small surgical procedures where possible. Aaehbishop but provided the necessary staff and equip-
wards are overcrowded and patients spend most of it to set up the outdoor venue for this event.

day outdoors with their families who come to cook for them.

AIDS continues to be a major problemAifiica and so |n a glorious four and a half hour ceremony in the heat of
many of the hospital cases which arrive from the rural arg@sday the people showed their appreciatidmdobishop
areAIDS related.This is the childres’ ICU ward and as Bernard and to God for his faithful and selfless ministry
you can see there is no real sterile environment nor the gfgfbng them. 1 was able to greet the president on behalf of

to adequately care for the patients. Parents or other faffi&/bishop and the dlocese and then extend our best wishes
members do the caring while staff monitor medlcatlons

Loss is something most Malawi citizens live with on a dafl§ theArchbishop on his retirementhe Province of Cen-
basis. Loss of life, loss of crops due to drought, lossi@Africa has been blessed with the witness of a great man,
homes and other buildings due to high winds and when he&@ithful pastara humble servant of the Gospel of Jesus

rains do come, flooding. The Cathedral parish lost theiirist. Archbishop Bernard and Charity will move to
Llilongwe in the new year to a home which is still under

construction.

parish hall and educational centre and as nobody carrié
insurance of any kind are unable to rebuilobut $4000
would see this building restored and put back into use.

Amidst all of this there is one thing which remains eviden
and that is a faith which is unwavering. There is such joyi
the worship, an intesity that tiidestern Church has yet taTheArchbishop, Charity and both the provincial and dioc-
truly discover The average service on Sundays lasts ogan staff were very gracious and generous hosts and | thank
three hours and &l Saints Day the service at the Churcthem for a truly memorable visit. | will make a presentation

of theAscension lasted nearly two hours, not bad fosportly on my visit to the Diocese of the Upper Shire, so

weekday mass! There is much singing, dancing and a dg&feh for details in the Sunday bulletins.
longing to have the scriptures revealed.



i Greening the Church

|
: Tha‘n kYou : We will hang the geens at 6:00pm, Friday
I I 21 December Volunteers welcome!!

My thanks to Fr JiPAllemeier for his ministry to the _ _
I parish during my absence as well as to Fr LarryI Service of Nine Lessons & Carols
: Larson who celebrated one Mass. !
I To all of you for your prayers and support not 0n|3= This very traditional service focusing on the events
I during these weeks away but through the last tw of Christmas is held throughout the world and
I years that | have served among you. broadcast on many international radio and television
| Tothose who have welcomed me into their homeg services.We invite you to join us forthis se'rvice on
I during this time, it has been wonderful. Idohope o~ Sunday 23 December at 6:00pm to begin our
| be able to visit every family soon so please arrangp a Christmas celebrations.
| time that suits you. |
L-------------------‘

Ordination

Fr Ed preaching at

SeminariarfownsendWaddill is to be ordained to the StAlban's, Kimberley
Diaconate at the Cathedral on 8 December at 3:00en. on their Dedication
will have the opportunity to celebrate with him on Sunday Sunday

the 9th when he serves as the Deacon of the Mass for the

firsttime.

Prayers needed

Ron Harroun is recovering after a car accident and we give
thanks to God that the injuries were minimal.

Dorothy Swift is recovering well after a hip replacement
and we pray for strength and ongoing healing. Fr Ed with

) friend and bishop,
Members of our parish have lost loved ones recently aggl 519 Swartz, Bishop
some have also had friends and family in hospital. Pray for of
comfort and the assurance of Goldve and presence. Kimberley & Kuruman

Bishop McBurney andnn thank us for the prayers and
support for them and Paige as he continues with treatment.

Annual Meeting
20 January 2008
After the 10:00am Mass

We will come togetheras the family of the

PARISH OF CHRIST CHURCH in Moline

for a meal, fellowship as well as the business before us of electing church officerg,

approval of the budget and othermpastoral matters. You are an important part of our
life together and we want you to be part of the decision making process!!




THIRD ANNUAL CRECHE CELEBRATION UNITED THANK OFFERING
If you are attending the production of the “Messiah” at DIOCESAN YEARLY TOTAL.:

Augustana this yegoe sure to stop by before or after the
concert to view close to one hundred varied interpreta- $4,750.46
tions of the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. This exhibit is
free and is located in the Black Box Theater in
Bergendoff Hall (actually north of the main stage of
Bergendoff). There will be signs in the building directing
you to the exhibit. Créches will be displayed from Friday
December 14, through Sund®ecember 16. Sponsors
of this event include Churches United Angjustana
College.
We have been asked to exhibit our owgéamand
painted creche for the second tirilée were assigned a
spacious corner display area last year so that every lamb, MAKING A
donkey and cow could be displayed. Bring your family DIFFERENCE—

and friends to view this displait ties in very nicely with LONG
the performance of the “Messiah” and will put you in the UNDERWEAR
spirit of the season like nothing else! STYLE

A CIVIL WAR EXPERIENCE

Dinner, Fashion andArtifacts of

. the Period As | write this, there is a prediction of our first snowfall
Friday, January 18, 2008 and that makes me think of warm outer clothing. How fright-
The Evening ECW is hosting this fund raising event ening to think that as a homeless person you must be out-
that will include a dinner and program on the fashion anside for much of the day and you have no gloves or a warm
artifacts of the CiviWar period. Deacon K. and her  hat, and winter is just beginning. Or you have problems
Civil War reenactment group will provide the program. that make spending a nightin a shelter impossible, (for many

by Kathleen Seusy

Look for more information on this exciting event. veterans especiallthis is a sad reality), and so you sleep
outside. Perhaps, long underwdainsulate ski gloves and
ROAD TRIP! a thinsulate hat will protect you from frostbite or worse.

We can make a dédrence in the lives of homeless
people by our gifts of warm clothing to the John Lewis
Community ShelterThis will be our eleventh year and the
need is greater than ev&t present, this shelter is filled
beyond capacity with all bunks occupied and people sleeping
on mats on the flooAdd this to the problem of under
funding and trying to just provide basic necessities such as
Q)égiene supplies, blankets and towels, and you begin to
realize what a difference our gifts make.

Last year we had sufficient funds to buy 100 hats,
XOO gloves and 100 pairs of long underwdde can
surely do this againYou have no idea what a moral lift
a brand newpair of gloves can give someone who is
used to getting second-hand items. Please give -gener
ously and help Christ Church share the message of Christ-
mas with those who have a real need.

The Daytime ECW ladies are going to The Brown
Bottle for Christmas lunchiVe will meet at the restau-
rant, 1624 5tiAve, Moline, at 12:15 p.m. dWednes-
day December 12, (our usual meeting dae. will
order off the menu, have separate checks (bah! hum-
bug!), and be in a private room.

Dress in the colors of the season and come to hav
great lunch and conversation.
| have made twenty reservations; hope to have ever
chair filled. If you need a ride, call the churchicd
or me.

PS. If you park in the new parking building just
behind the FiftiAvenue building, you can use the
skywalk that spans the alleyway and get into the
restaurant without getting out in the weather

June Harroun, President



Christmas Greens & Flowers Nashotah House Christmas Outreach

Between now and December 19 we will
be collecting money for Christmas greens
and flowers.An envelope has been
included for your convenience. Pleas
make checks payable to Christ Church,
with Christmas Greens and Flowers on
the memo line. If your giftis a memorial
or a thank dkring, please include the name of the
person or persons in whose name tlierofg is being
made or what you are giving thanks for and the way
you would like it to appear in the bulletin.

Dennis and Susan
Runyon have done it
again! Carefully and
ﬁ)vingly they have picked
out gifts for five children,
one of which has not been
bornyet. Four of the
children are fromfrica. Their fatherThe RevDaudi
Ndahana, is a seminarian in the junior class at Nashotah
House. The fifth child is the son of our seminarian,
TownsendNaddill, and his wife, LisaWe will mail the

Holiday Baskets Ndahanas gifts toAfrica where ReMNdahana wife,
Thank you to everyone who has Oliva, and children are waiting for the birth of their fourth
given to this yeds fund. Lastyear child. We will give BenjamirtWaddill's gift to him on
we collected a total of $652 that December 9, the time of their next visit. If you wish to
made it possible to provide “bas- contribute to the gifts, please make your check out to
kets” at Thanksgiving and Christmas. Christ Church with Nashotah Christmas on the memo

So far this yeawe have collected $354.52 and have ine.
provided $320 worth afhanksgiving cheetUnfortu- Groomed for Success
nately that does not leave us with funds for Christmas. If o .

you haven't had a chance to turn in your “turkey” enve- The Domestid/iolence Shelter sends their warm-

lope, or you would like to add to what you have alread)?St thanks to Cindy Sill, who faithfully volunteers her

given, we will be able to brighten somea@€hristmas pr_eC|01’Js time '?et‘"’ee” Jobs to cut and style our
celebration. clients’hair This random act of kindness can truly

raise the self-esteem of any woman or child who
Altar Flowers doubts their value as Gadreation A simple haircut
For those who have helped providgepresents a fresh start for a new person! Ciyaly
the altar flowers this yeaa letter will  are an instrument that aids in their self-

soon be sent indicating a date and  discovery.d........thank you!
message for 2008At this time there Reprinted fronfCar elines”
are no open dates, but that may

change.lf you have any questions, Altar Guild Work Day
please contact Martha Burnham at

Our annual Christmas work day will
be SaturdayDecember 15, beginning at
9:00 am. The more workers we have,
the quicker the work will go. Thisis a
busy time of year for everyone, but
everyone enjoys a sparkling altar and
furnishings for our Lord birthday
Men are welcome as “temp workers
both at Christmas and Easter to help polish the torches,
the handles on the front dpand the brass fittings on the
_ Baptismal font. Bunch items will be served to the
ed.denblaauwen@gmail.com workers. Altar team captains should contact their
Ron Harroun, Senidarden members to remind them to bring a brunch item.

Byron BeckerJuniotWarden Contact Kathy Holmgren, 762-3203, or the church
Brenda SpencgFreasurer with any questions.

Carole Thorman, Secretary

355-0166.

Christ Episcopal Church
1717 8thAvenue, Moline, IL61265
(309) 762-6022
Fax: (309) 762-6051
Email: christchmoline@sbcglobal.net
Website: christchurchmoline.org
Father Edward den Blaauwen, SSC Rector



DECEMBER BIR THDAYS JANUARY BIRTHDAYS

2 LuThomsen 3 Nicholas Cave
3 Madeleine Lambert, Bill Lee 5 Norma Bumann, David. Sill Il
4 Randi Everett, Steve Griffin 7 Melanie Clifford Jones
7 Jackson Ferry 8 Elizabeth Morgan Irene Jones
8 Megan den Blaauwen 9 Jodi Harroun Blackwell
9 Karen Calkins 10 Stephanie Blevins
10 DebraLundeen 14 Laurie Manis, Larry Thomsen
12 Grace Sill 15 Betty Neff
14 Jacob Brewster 16 Shawna/aughn
19 Byron BeckeyEric Sheidler 17 Elizabeth Brooks Chuck Calkins,
22 ngm Dobereiner Janice Christensen, John €I, Jr,
23 EliGrafton DorothyVaughn
24 Barbara Larson, Russell Perry 18 Donna Hare
20 Sean Goldstone
DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 22 Ella Douglas, MacKenzie Douglas
11 Fr. Ed's Ordination to the Priesthood (1983) 23 KentLundeen
12 Fr. Ed's Ordination to the Diaconate (1982) 24 Edwin Day Carol Eddy

18 John and Susaxlemeier 25 Tracy den Blaauwen

21 Ronald and Polly Carlson 28 Nancy Gustafson
22 Fr. Jamegllemeier's Ordination 29 Cindy Stevenson
to the Priesthood 30 Sean McGinty

23 Ralph and Kay Brewer 31 Roberta Shaw

PLEASE PRAY JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES
FOR OUR TROOPS 3 The RevCanon Edward and
AdamBlank  Ran Bunch Julia den Blaauwen
Dwayne Davis  Jason Dunlap AROUND THE DIOCESE...
Alan Hicks Eric Lohmeier

St. Nicholas Day
WednesdayDecember 5, 6 p.m. - 8 p.m.
The Cathedral Church of St. Paul

Peoria, lllinois

Carlos Newborn Sherwin Orallo
Jack Petracca Todd Rocha
Brent Roelens  Anthony Seckler

Please contact the church office if you would like to add a
name to this prayer list. Hurry Up andWait

AnAdvent Encounter with God
SaturdayDecember 15, 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
The Church of BAndrew theApostle
Peoria, lllinois

Cookie and Candwvalk
SaturdayDecember 15, 9:30 a.m.
-3:30 p.m.
St Mark’s Church
Silvis, lllinois

Dcn K. with the Judgadvocate General and othefioérs



Advance notice for your
2008 Calendars

During Lent in 2008 we will be wel-

coming Fran & Marilyn to minister

to us on Friday nights after Stations
of the Cross. They are a dynamic

couple and have much to share with
us from their own experiences of

loss and the impact of the Gospel of
our Lord Jesus Christ upon their

lives. Do not miss this!!



R.I.P

We give thanks to God for the life and w§
ness of Chuck Calkins.

Chuck was a faithful member of Chri
Church for many years and a bold and ¢
rageous witness for Jesus Christ. For ne
two decades he struggled with cancer
leukemia. So often we saw miracul
healings and now in death the most per
of healings.

As Chuck enters into glory we pray for Karg

and the family We pray for comfort angl
the assurance of Gallove in these days

Splendid Giving Opportunity

We would like to inform you of a change in
the tax laws that make it easier for you to provide a
" gift to your church. Congress has changed the tax
laws in such a way that you can transfer money from
your IRA directly to the church without paying taxes
t on the transferThere are, howevemany stipula-
Utions. Thus far this change is only to remain in ef-
rifect for the rest of 2007. So now would be a splen-
ndlid opportunity to make your pledge to the church
swithout incurring taxable income.
ct
You can give up to $100,000 to a charity from your
IRA in 2007. Monies directly given to charities
n from your IRAwill not be taxable to youandwill
not increase your income Monies transferred in
this manner will count towards your required mini-
mum distribution.Your charitable contribution made
in this way does not count towards the 50% chari-

May we too have such a faith as Chuck Hadiapje limit against your adjusted gross income.

May he rest in peace and rise in glory!

2008 Pledge Cards

Please note, only persons aged 70.5 and older are
eligible. Any transfers made in this manner will not
be deductible as an itemized deduction. This gift must
be made directly from your IRA account to the
church brokerage accoun¥ou cannot withdraw
monies to yourself and then give it to the church.

Few pledge cards were returned This would result in a taxable transaction.

to Church onAdvent Sunday
Please return yours if you have
not done so yet so that we can

finalise the budget for the coming

year.

Each and every member is vital to
the mission and ministry of Christ
Church and so we are requesting
your assistance in getting all the

pledge cards in.
God loves the cheerful giver!

Volunteers needed!!

On a regular basis the kitchen supplie
need to be replenished and we are loo
for volunteers who would be able to offdr

some time to doing this.

The list of products and payment for th@gm
would be provided by Carole at the offige.

Please let Carole know if you are able §
assist with this vital task. Coffee hour
needs you!!
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Christ Episcopal Church
1717 8th Avenue
Moline, IL 61265

Christmas
Services
2007

Monday, December 24
5:00 p.m. Family Eucharist
10:30 p.m. Singing of
Christmas Carols
11:00 p.m. Midnight Mass

Tuesday, December 25
10:00 a.m.
Christmas Mass

Non-Profit Og.
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NEW YEAR'S
DAY
MASS
& BRUNCH

Come celebrate the beginning of
the new year OnTuesdayJanuary
1, 2008, there will be a Holy Eucha-
rist at 10:00 am followed by a
brunch.

In order to continue our rich
tradition of good food and good
fellowship, we need volunteers to
prepare the food. In the past we
have had a main dish, fruit, rolls,
juice and cdke. If you are willing
to help, check the sign up sheet on
the bulletin board.




