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From the Rector’s Desk

will have the opportunity to thank you again at the Annual

Dear Friends Meeting as | give my report but know that every
contribution made to further our life together and the

This issue of the Messenger is being sent out early this cause of the gospel is precious and appreciated.

month so that you have a timely reminder of the Annual

Meeting this weekend. The weather forecast is not to Be assured of my prayers and love for you all and may

promising but it is important for as many of our 2008 bring us joy and peace in His wonderful service.

parishioners to be present as we make important
decisions affecting us this year. Your imput is important Fr Ed+
so please make every effort to be here on Sunday.

Secondly we are, believe it or not, approaching the start R e m | n d e r ! !

of Lent! As this Messenger covers both February and
March you now have all the information you will need for 1

our Lenten observance and Holy Week services. Aswe An nu al M eetl n g
welcome Fran and Marilyn Riley for our Friday night
Lenten series so we will also welcome Bishop Donald This Sunday - January 20
Harvey, retired Bishop of Eastern Newfoundland and
Labrador for our Holy Week observances. Bishop
Donald Harvey has recently been received by Primate
Gregory Venables into the Anglican Province of the
Southern Cone which encompasses much of South
America, from Tierra del Fuego in the south to Peru in the Your input is important to the life and

north. witness of the parish. Please make
every effort to be there!

Lunch at 11:30am followed by the
Annual Meeting in the parish hall

Thirdly, Next week Juliaand I leave for the Dominican
Republic on the Diocesan Medical Mission. Itisagood

reminder of the purpose for which the church exists and Bring a dish to share for lunch

that is to be the instrument of Jesus Christ in meeting the (If you forget or have no dish to share
needs of His people throughout the world. A church we still value your presence.)
without mission is no longer the church in action and will

die. Please pray for the mission and those whose lives The meeting includes the receiving of

will be touched.

financial and other reports from 2007 as
well as the acceptance of the 2008

Reflecting briefly of Christmas 2007 may | take this

opportunity to thank all those who worked so hard in budget.

many different ways to make it such a splendid holy

season. Thank you for your Christmas cards and gifts We will also elect new Vestry Members
both to our family but more importantly to those families and delegates to Diocesan Synod

we, as a parish, assisted over the Christmas festival. |



Altar Guild Work Day
March 15, 9:00 a.m.

St. Martha's Altar Guild and all
members (including the men) of
the church are invited to the
annual Easter Work Day on
Saturday, March 15 at 9:00 a.m.
A sign up sheet will be on the
bulletin board for anyone who
wants to help on this day. No
experience required! Members of the Altar Guild will
provide rolls, coffee cake, juice, and coffee. Hope to
see you there.

Kathy Holmgren
Altar Guild President

Third Annual Plant Sale
Sponsored bv the Men’s Fellowship

w

L

This year, the men are going to take a turn at “play-
ing gardener.” You will be receiving an order form in
the bulletin for a variety of plants for your garden or
container gardens. These are quality plants from a local
grower. The forms will be due in by the middle of March,
and the plants will be in by the end of April or beginning
of May.

As cold as it has been, it might be fun to rummage
around in the garage for your gardening gloves and tools
and sit down with a cup of coffee, tea or pop and plan
your garden. “Master gardener” Howard Vandersluis
will be getting pointers from last year’s coordinator,
Dorothy Swift, so, if you have any questions, give him a
call at 736-7523.

Oak Grove Dinner
Wednesday, March 5, 6:00 p.m.

Oak Grove is one of the local mission projects Christ
Church does every other month. A hot meal is prepared
and served to approximately 40 people of all ages from
lower income families. They are very appreciative of
this hot meal and they also enjoy visiting with the pa-
rishioners from Christ Church who go to serve.

We could use more volunteer help either preparing
the meal in the afternoon or helping with serving the
meal in the evening. This is a very meaningful project
for our church. Also, because of the rising cost of food,
we are in need of more monatory support. All dona-
tions, regardless of the type are greatly appreciated.
Envelopes will be in the Sunday bulletin or office for
your donation. Checks should be made out to Christ
Church with Oak Grove on the memo line and can be
put in the collection plate. If every member or friend of
Christ Church could give just $1.00, it would make a
big difference for our project.

The next meal will be Wednesday, March 5, at Zion
Baptist Church, East Moline. If you would be able to
help with preparing and/or serving the meal, please con-
tact Barb Douglas or Ruth Fultz, Co-Chairs.

Chrism Mass and Renewal of Ordination Vows

On Tuesday, March 18, at 11:00 a.m., at St. Paul’s
Cathedral in Peoria, Bishop Ackerman will bless the oils
used for healing, baptisms, confirmation and ordinations.
At the same service all the clergy in the diocese renew
their ordination vows. After the service a luncheon will
be held.

This is an impressive service and everyone is wel-
come. Several people from Christ Church are planning
on going to the service. If you are interested in going,
call the church office. Also, if you would be interested
in lunch, call the church office.

Letter received from John Lewis Community Services, December 31, 2007:

Members of the Congregation,

I want to express appreciation and thanks on behalf of the guests and staff of John Lewis Community Services.
The items you gifted to the guests were perfect. We put together gift bags for each guest, and they were given
according to size to each shelter guest on Christmas day. Everything went smoothly, and the guests were very

grateful.

As a long-time employee of JLCS, this type of generosity helps us as staff as well. It is good for our morale to
feel the support of the community. | want to thank you personally for this. It has been a tough year for JLCS, and this

boon was very welcome.
Have a blessed year,

C. Jason Bilbrey

Adult Shelter Manager



Altar Flowers

Thanks to all who have signed up to do-
nate altar flowers throughout 2008. Your
donation is greatly appreciated as it en-
ables us to enjoy fresh flowers on the al-
tar all year long.

If there is anyone who would like to donate flowers,
July 20 isavailable. Please contact Martha Burnham, 355-
0166, or Carole in the church office, 762-6022, if you are
interested. Thank you.

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper
February 5, 4:30-6:30 p.m.

The Evening ECW will have their an-
nual Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper
on Tuesday, February 5, from 4:30-
6:30 pm. Because itis primary election
day, and Christ Church is a poling place,
we will be serving the pancakes and sau-
sages in the new basement. Everyone is
welcome and encouraged to come.
There is no cost for the supper, but a
free will donation will be accepted.

Easter Flowers and Memorials

Anenvelope is enclosed for your offering
for Easter flowers. If your gift isa me-
morial, please PRINT the name or names
of the person or persons you want to re-
s, member on the envelope. The deadline for
' returning the offering to get names in the bulle-

tinis Sunday, March 16 (Palm Sunday).

Ash Wednesday Masses
February 6

There will be two Ash Wednesday masses, one at 7:00
am and one at 6:00 pm. Following the 6:00 service we
will have pizza and pop. Please sign up on the sheet on
the bulletin board if you will be staying for pizza after
the 6:00 pm mass.

Christ Church Valentine Party
Thursday, February 14, 6:00 p.m.
Sponsored by the Men’s Fellowship

The Men’s Fellowship group will hold its

Hf“ﬂl_%'] annual Valentine Party to honor our wives
i

and sweethearts. The parish hall will be
decorated, soft music will play, and we
will prepare and serve a special.meal.

Please come, one and all. In-
vite your neighbors, friends and relatives.
We ask for a donation of $10 per person, with checks
made out to Christ Church with “Men’s Group” on the
memo line. Get your tickets from the Men’s Group.
Let’s defeat the doldrums of winter and celebrate the
approaching spring.

February Birthdays

Conner Christal

Suzanne Bogart

Alan Sheidler

Janelle Goldstone, Joie Swanson
Sarah Perry

9 Jacob Dennis

10 Andrew Douglas, Adam Stevenson
14 Emma Lee Stout

16 Ryan Lundeen

18 Thomas Dennis, Brady Douglas
19 Carlos Newborn

20 Nate Truninger, Jayson Norton
21 James Srail

25 Kate Benson, Carole Ferry

27 LisaGriffin

28 Brenda Spencer
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February Anniversaries

3 Billand Gail Brewster

4 Linand Erica Goldstone

7 Tom and Jessica Alger

8 Larry and LUAnn Thomsen




Stations of the Cross
Lenten Dinners and Program
February 8, 15, 22, 29 and
March 7 and 14

Many of us are looking forward to gather-
ing together for an inspirational evening T
of fellowship each Friday evening during =0
Lent. We begin with the Stations of the
Cross at 6:00 pm, enjoy a pot luck dinner
together in the parish hall, and have a pro- £
gram. There is a sign up sheet on the bulletin board for
hosts for the dinners. The host prepares the main dish and
everyone else is asked to bring a salad, vegetable or des-
sert to share.

Stations originated from a very early date, when Christian
visitors to Jerusalem followed the Via Dolorossa, the path
of Jesus’ final journey, following the traditional route from
Pilate’s house to Calvary. Later, pictures or carvings where
placed on the walls of churches, so that all Christians could
rehearse the events of Christ’s passion, without actually trav-
eling to the Holy Land. At Christ Church, each of the four-
teen stations is represented by a bronze wall carving, de-
picting a scene from Christ’s passion. At each station, the
leader summarizes the event depicted and the congregation
responds with a brief devotional prayer from the printed

liturgy.

Our program this year will be presented by Fran & Marilyn
Riley and is entitled
Finding Peace inaTime
of Turmoil”. Franand
Marilyn have much to
share withusand I trust
make each and every
Friday evening during
Lent a time of growth
and spiritual refresh-
ment.

. It is not often
- that we have such won-
derful and gifted speakers for a series of presentations such
as this so please do not miss out on it!

HOLY WEEK
SCHEDULE
MARCH 16-23, 2008

PALM SUNDAY
7:30 am Blessing and Distribution of
Palms and Holy Eucharist
10:00 am Blessing and Distribution of
Palms and Holy Eucharist
(Service starts in Parish Hall)

MONDAY
9:00 am Morning Prayer
4:30 pm Evening Prayer

TUESDAY
11:00 am
Reaffirmation of Ordination Vows and Chrism Mass
at St. Paul’s Cathedral in Peoria

WEDNESDAY
7:00 am Holy Eucharist
4:30 pm Evening Prayer

6:00 pm Seder Dinner

MAUNDY THURSDAY WATCH
9:00 am Morning Prayer
6:00 pm Holy Eucharist followed by
Potluck Supper
8:00 pm Watch begins (till Friday noon)

GOOD FRIDAY
6:00 pm Good Friday Liturgy

HOLY SATURDAY
6:00 pm Lighting of the Paschal Candle
and Easter Vigil Easter Eve

EASTER SUNDAY
7:30am Holy Eucharist
10:00 am Choral Eucharist




| MARCH BIRTHDAYS

2 Christopher Griffin, Bernie Romig
3 James Allemeier, Dan Churchill
Laurence Larson
7 Peter Benson
9 Gene Fildes
10 Fred Burnham
12 Billy Brewster
14 Shari Gall, Ben Stout, Sophia Mae Stout
15 Curtis Carlson, Mary Beth Eggers
16 Joseph Swanson
17 Charles F. Kurtz
19 Kevin Eddy
22 Bobby Jo Irish
23 Angie Barnett
25 Kurt Allemeier
27 Alex Eddy
28 Linda Sill Barnett
30 Ronald Harroun
31 Barbara Williams

MARCHANNIVERSARIES

7 Ron and June Harroun
23 Karl and Jana Allemeier

United Thank Offering
Ingathering Announced

UTO is a program of the Episcopal Church Women
on a national level. Money collected is allocated once
a year to church projects both at home and around the
world. A letter will be mailed in March with an
offering envelope enclosed for your contributions to
this very worthwhile project.

Trinity, Rock Island, will be hosting the spring
deanery ingathering on Saturday, April 5, at which
all churches in our deanery will turn in the money they
have collected. At the D.A.W.N. ingathering with
Bishop Ackerman at St. Paul’s Cathedral on April
26, the money collected by all the churches in the
diocese will be presented.

Seder Meal
Wednesday, February 19 at 6:00pm

Last year, about 75 people attended the Passover
meal with the commemoration of the Last Supper
celebrated by Bishop Ackerman. We will again co-host
this event with St. Mark’s. It will be held at Christ
Church and St. Mark’s will be preparing all the food.

Reservations are required, so please call Christ
Church at 762-6022. There is no fee for the meal,
but a free-will offering will be taken to offset the
food expenses.

This is a wonderful opportunity to see the Pass-
over come to life. The Bishop will do the traditional
Seder meal in Hebrew and English, stopping between
courses to hear the story of Passover. Lamb will be
served (beef for the feint of heart). The food is won-
derful and the message is inspiring. Come join us!

Maundy Thursday Watch
Thursday, March 20

We will begin with Holy Eucharist at
6:00 p.m. and the altar will be stripped.
After the service there will be a potluck
supper. The traditional watch will begin
at 8:00 and continue until noon on Good
Friday. Thisisagood time to spend an
hour in church reading, praying and
meditating.

For many, the vigil has been a
powerful experience. It is wonderful
to have complete quiet - no outside noises, no phones,
no TV, no people interruptions. Also, there is a sense
of what the disciples felt as they struggled to stay
awake and of Jesus’ disappointment because they fell
asleep.

A sign up sheet for the vigil will be placed on the
bulletin board. Reading material will be supplied for
participants or you can bring your own.

Confirmation Classes
Mondays - February 25
March 3, 10, 24, 31
April 7,14, 28 & May 5

Whether you desire to be confirmed or formally
welcomed into the Episcopal Church on May 11 when
the Bishop is here for his annual visitation or just want a
refresher course in the basics of our faith and practice this
is the course for you! Have your questions answered!
This isawonderful time of fellowship and instruction!
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Christ Episcopal Church
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Daytime ECW

Our Christmas outing at the Brown Bottle Restaurant
was enjoyed by the more than twenty ladies who at-
tended. Guests were Father Ed, Julia, and Jerry Bogart.
We had a private room and made good use of it by
enjoying great fellowship!

At the January meeting, we were treated to lunch pre-
pared and served by Verna Craighead and Carole Ferry.
Father Ed treated us to a slide show of his visit to an
African animal preserve. The ECW ladies had the
opportunity to see many unusual native animals that live in
this immense, but beautiful habitat. We also got to see
pictures of Father Ed’s parents, sister, and brother-in-law
who celebrated his short visit back to his homeland.

The ECW is forming plans for 2008, to include the
Fourth Annual Tea and Style Show and the
Churchmouse Bazaar. Stay tuned for details!

We will celebrate Valentine’s Day at our February
meeting. Mark your calendars for Wednesday, February
13th at noon, for lunch, program and plans! See you
there.
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